ORDINANCEH #45 AS CURRENTLY AMENDED
' TOWNSHIP OF CRYSTAL FALLS

"SECTION I
TITLE

This Ordlnance shall be known as and may be cited as the “Water System
Ordlnance” of the TOWNSHIP OF CRYSTAL. FALLS,.

SECTION II
WATER SUPERINTENDENT )

The Township Board may appoint a “Water Superintendent” of the Town-
ehip, whose duties shall be to have charge of the water gystem and the
distribution and supplying of water to the inhabitants of the Townshlp
The Water Superintendent shall perform such other dutieg as may be pre-
scribed by the Township and may- have other duties as well as being Water
Department Superintendent. If. the Township Board shall not appoint a ,
“Water Superintendent”, then such duties shall be performed by the Township
Supervisor. o : ' S ' :

SECTION III
DEFINITIONS

For the purpose'of‘this ordinance, the following definitions shall _
apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning.

(4)  Consumer. Any individual, firm, partnership, trusgt, joint venture,
limited liability company, legal entity or corporation with a premises on
which water lS available, used or consumed; or an individual, firm, ‘
'partnershlp, trust, joint venture, limited liability company, legal entity
‘'or corporation leasing or permitting occupancy of a premlsee onnt which water
- 1s available, used or consumed.

(b) Water Connection 'That part of the water distribution system
connecting the water main with a point between the roadway (or easement)
line and the lot line of abuttlng property ‘

(c) Water Main. That part of the water dletrlbutlon system 1ntended to
~serve more than one water connection.

{a) Water Serv1¢e.7 That part of the water dlstrlbutlon system '
extendlng from the water connection into the premises served.

(e) Water Service Contract The written agreement providing the
Township shall provrde water connection, water service and water for usage
by the consumer in consideration of the payment by the consumer for
applicable fees due in the prov1d1ng any water connections or water gervice
chargee



SECTION IV

REQUIRED USE.OF PUBLIC WATER

(a) The consumer of all houses, bulldlngs or propertles used for human
consumption, empleyment, recreation or other purposes, sltuated within the
Township abutting on any streets, alley or right-of-way in which there is '
now located, or may in the future be located, public water service, is :
hereby required at the expense ¢f the consumer to connect to such public
water service in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance within
" ninety (90) days, provided that said public water serv1ce to such parcel of
. real estate 1s w1th1n 2590 feet of the water main. :

(b) On- site private water sources shall be alloWed for all consumers
who do not ‘have public water serxvice within 250 feet of the shortest
distance from property line of the consgsumer to the water conneotlon of the
- public water system and who have all permits for such serv1ce from the
‘-appllcable county, state and/or federal. authorltles :

SECTION v
INSTALLATIONS AND EXTENSIONS

(a) Water Comnections by ToWnShip. Water connections to the townshlp
‘water main shall be installed only by the Township. Water service. shall be
- made by the plumber selected by the consumer who isg ligensed to do such
work- or by the consumer after approval or designation by the Water
Superintendent. The fees for providing water connection shall be billed to
the consumer hereof at the get rates incurred by the TOWHShlp for the time,
materials and equipment. A deposit of not less than the estimated cost - '
shall .be provided by the consumer to the TOWnship in advance of such
. activities occurring. A reconciliation of gctual ‘charges, with a refund
for overpayment.or an invoice for underpayment shall be provrded by the
Township to the consumer. : :

, {(b) Paving of Streets. All necessary water connections shall be
installed in advance of the pav1ng or resurfacing of any street or alley or
any part thereof, when such’ paving or resurfacing shall have been deter-
mined as a necessity by the Board of County Road Commissioners of the
County of Iron. The fees for subsequent paving and resurfa01ng cost shall
be charged against the consumer served

(c) Application by Owners. Consumers of the Township who wigh to have
‘water connections made to the property owned by -them may have such con-
nections made if the water main shall extend to within 600 feect of the
property to be served, on making appllcatlon thereof, and on agreeing to
pay in advance the total of the making of such connectlon as fixed by the
Townshlp Board.



{d) Large Connectlons Consumers in the Townghip who wish to have
water connections which are larger than one inch shall be entitled to have
such connections made if the property owned by them is within 600 feet
of any water main, on entering into a contract with the Township of like-

"kind and character as the water service contract defined in Section IIT (=)
below and which is of like kind and character as provided in (c) above,

(e) Approval of materials. No water connectionsg or water meters shall
be attached to a water extension unless, prior to any work, .service line .
'sizing and materials to be usead are approved by the Water Superlntendent o' .
hig/her representatlves : :

(fﬁ‘Inspectlon by”Superintendent. No water main, connection, or water
‘gervice shall be covered until inspected and approved by the Water. Super-
intendent or his/her employees who shall be notlfled when euch constructlon
is ready for inspection. -

o ~ SECTION VI |
WATER CONTRACTS, RATES AND REGULATIONS

(a) Necessity for Contract. No- consumer shall be served dlrectly or
indirectly by the water dlstrlbutlon ‘gystem unless the person so served, or
hls/her authorlzed repregentative, has entered into a water service
contract with: the Township. If the property to be served is located out-
gside the township limits, such water service contract shall be approved by
‘ the Township Board and the governlng board of the governmental unit where
' the service is to be prOVlded

(b) Turnlng On _or Off Serv1ce. No person other thar an authorized
employee of the. Townshlp shall turn on or off any water service. A
licensed plumber may temporarily turn on a water service only for testing
hls/her own work and after such testing, the water gervice shall be
lmmedlately turned cff. -

SECTION VII
WATER METERS

{a) Meters. Consumers tc which water is supplied are required to be
metered. The Township may require that the consumer purchase the meter,
but the meter shall remain the property and under the coritrol of the
Township. Not more than a gingle family residential premises shall be
served by one meter unless the Water Superintendent has. approved in advance
multiple 91ngle family residential units to be served by one meter with the
- water gervice charges to be equally allocated between each single famlly
residential unit as 1f separately metered.  Each premise so metered shall
have ltS OWI separate water supply llne shutoff valve in the street or
alley. :



(b) Locations. Meters shall be located at the point where the water
service first entere the basement wall. Where there ig no basement, the
meter shall be located where the water service first enters the building or-
in a meter pit between the curb and the gidewalk, if the Water Super-
intendent deemg it necessary. Such pits shall be constructed by or at the
expense of the consumer, in conformity with gtandard plans on file at the
Township. The construction: shall be approved by the Water Superintendent.

(c) Inaccesslble Locations.‘ Meters shall not be set in inaccessible
locations nor encloged unless .written permlssion ig obtained from the Water
Superintendent. If a meter is 1naccess1ble or enclosed, making maintenance
and reading difficult or impossible, the Water Superintenderit may order the
¢onsumer to move the meter‘to an accesgible location. Any cost of re-
location shall be at the expense of the water consumer, and such expense
may be added to the charge for water usage,

(d) valves.. The water service shall be prov1ded with a valve on both
gides oF each meter. No fittings, exdept a coupler or union, shall be
'placed between a. meter and a curb stop. . These valves shall be roundway,
and shall be of gate type with operatlng wheel or other values approved by
the Water Superintendent.

(e) Damage to Meters. Consumers or. persong in possessron of premlses
housing a meter shall be regpongible for damages to.a meter by heat frost
or other causes not controlled by the Township. The cost of. damages to the
‘meter shall be immediately due to the Township by the consumer or persons
in possess1on of such premises.

(f) Seals on Meters, Only authOrlzed employees of the Township shall
‘break a seal on a meter or neter bypass -

(g} Reading, Repairing and RemOVLng. Authorlzed Townshlp employeey
shall have the right to enter any premises on which township water is used
to inspect, adjust, read, repair or remove water meters or appurtenances in
connection with said water meters at any reasonable time. Any: consumer, as-
‘defined above, specifically authcrizes such entry. :

"~ {(h) Electrical Grounding" No person shall ground or eiectrlcally
‘connect any radio, telephone or other electrical system to the dlscharge
side of any water meter unless : :

1. A shunt is placed round the . water meter that will bypass BNy
.~ electrical current so connected, or

2. At least ten feet or more of metal water plpe,ls conneoted to

E and buried in molst earth on the discharge side, and

3. Any shunt placed arourid the water meter shall be so placed
that the meter wmay be removed without' disturbing the shunt.
No electrical comnection shall ke made to the water meter, the
‘meter union or meter tail piece. :



(i) Alteratlons or Changes. ' No person shall change the location of a
meter or meter pit, alter the ground go that it will cover up or create a
hazard around the meter pit or stop box or in any way obstruct the free

- access to any water meter, meter pit, or stop box w1thout the written

permisgion of the Water Superlntendent

(j) Meter Bypass. Meters two inches or larger shall have a meter -
bypass . lnstalled with proper gate valves that cdan be sealed by the
Townshlp

k) Meter Spacer Pipes. Only authorlzed Townshlp employees shall be
dllowad to install meter spacer pipes.

‘ ‘ SECTION VIII :
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR WATER METER§

(a) Failure of Meter. In the event a water_meter shall fail to
register properly, the Water Superintendent is empowered to estimate the
"quantlty of water used cn the basis of former consumptlon and the Township
shall charge any consumer accordlngly

(b) Test by Consumer. Tf any Consumer‘shall‘desire to have his/her
water meter tested, he/she shall deposit with the Water Superintendent a-
fee as determined by the Township. The Water Superintendent shall
thereupon cause the meter to be tested, with the consumer present at the
test.

{c) Test by Superlntendent If the Water Superintendent wishes to
independently test the water meter the Water Superlntendent his/her repre-
‘sentatlve is empowered to test the meter ln the absence of the congumer.

{dy Accuracy of'meter. A water meter shall be considered accurate if,
when subjected to a standard test by the Water Superintendent, its register:
indicates not more that 2 percent less than the actual quantity of water
passing through it. TIf it indicates less than the actual quantlty passing
- through it, it shall be considered “glow”. If the water meter register

- indicates more than the actual quantlty of water pa881ng through it, it
ghall be consgidered “fast”.

(e} Correction of ‘Account. If a water meter has been tested at the
request of a consumer and ghall have beén determined to register “fast”,
the Township shall credit the consumer with a sum equal to. the percent
“fast® multiplied by the amount of all bills incurred by said consumer
within three months prior to the test together with a refund of the
consumer meter testing charge. If a water meter is so tested and it is
determined to register “slow”, the Township is empowered to charge the’
consumer a sum equal to the percent “slow” multiplied by the amount of all
the billg ‘incurred by the consumer over the prior three monthsg. - When the
Water Superintendent makes a test of a water meter at the instigation of



the Water Superintendent, 1t.shall be done without cost to the consumer,
other than for the amount due the Township for water used by thHe Water
Superintendent as above provided if the meter is found to be “slow”.

. (f£) Records Regarding Meters. & record of the .date when each water
meter was furnished to the congumer, its number and location shall be kept
in the office of the Water Superintendent. '

SECTION IX :
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

(a), Responsibilities of Consumer. Each consumer shall keep hig/her
own service pipe, stop cocks, and other apparatus in good repair and
protected from frost at hls/her own expense, and shall prevent all un- ‘

. necessary waste of water. No claim shall be made agalnst the Township by
“reason of a freezing or breaklng or any service pipes, stop cocks, or their
apparatus, and the consumer shall provide a safe place for all water
meters, which place shall reascnably protect sald meters from damage,
jarrihg, freezing, excessive heat, or other outgide interference of every
kind. : ' - ‘ ‘

(b) Water Service Line.' The consumer shall only use suitable copper
or approved plastic material as set by the Water Superlntendent for a water
service line. All existing substandard water supply lines shall be
'upgraded at the expense of the consumer to suiltable copper or approved
plastic materlal on or kefore. October 30, 2008,

(¢} Lawn Sprlnkllng Systems. All lawn sprlnkllng systems must have an
antisiphon breaker lnstalled at 1east three feet (3) above the highest
sprlnkllng head -

_ (d) Phy510al Connectiong. No phy81cal connectlone shall be 1netalled
or maintained between -lines carrying potable public water supplies and
pipes, pumps or tanks supplied or capable of belng supplied from any non-
potable source, except as hereinafter provided. Where dual suppliesg. are
necessary or desirous, lines carrying water from the publlc must be ‘
protected agalnst back flow of polluted water by such method or methods as
are approved by the. Publlc Health Department for the State of Mlchlgan

_ (e) Fast- closlng Valves. ALl fast~dlosing valves must be‘compehsated
by Surge chambers - ‘ ‘ B :

(£) Identlty Theft Preventicon Program. ‘A written program in

- furtherance of the Fair and Acturate Credit Trangactions Act of 2003 and
the rules adopted thereto shall be developed by the Township which shall
include reasonable pollc1ee and procedures for detecting, preventlng and
mltlgatlng identlty theft. and -enable the Townehlp Lo



1. TIdentify relevant patterns, practices and specific forms of
activity that are “red flags” signaling possible 1dent1ty theft
and incorporate those red flags into the plan;

2. Detect red flags that have been incorporated;

3. Respond appropriately to any red flagsg that are detected to
prevent and mitigate identity theft; and

4, Ensure the program is updated periodically to reflect changes and
rlsks : : :

SECTION X
RATES _AND COLLECTION PROCEDURES

The Township Board shall establish rates for the consumers of the
publlc water service. The rates established shall provide that the
consumerg of the publlc water service gshall pay all dosts - to operate the
public water service and generate adequate retained earnings for the Water'
8ystem Ordinance fund; o

The rates establlshed shall 1ncluded ‘at a minimum for the cons1der~
ation of the. following expenses in establlshlng rates for the consumers of-
public. water sefvmce : -

Debt SerV1ce,.

Operation, maintenance. and Repalr,
- Minimum monthly charge for users; --
.Connection charge;

Reconnecticn charge; :
Base rates for installation services;
‘Late payment and Interest charges,
Security Deposit requirements; and
Consumer meter testing charge. '

WO JO U W N e

- Any consumer w1th public water serV1ces charges that remain unpald for
more than 45 days after the original payment date shall be notified in

' wrlting that a disconnect of public water services will occur ten {10) days
after the date of such notlflcation, unlecs all outstandlng water .gervice
charges are. pald in full to the Townshlp Clerk.

All public water service charges,for the use of service and all
associated costs thereto shall be lien on all parcels. served by the public
water in the Township and are recognlzed to constitute such lien as
permitted by MCL 141,101 et sgeqg and all other appllcable Mlchlgan laws.

Whenever such charges agalnst any plece of property shall be’
delinquent for four (4) months, or have a two month or longer hlstory*of
dellnquency prior to the preparation of the upcoming tax roll, the cfficial
or offic¢ials in charge of the collection thereof shall certify to the tax
‘assessing officials of the Township the fact of such delinquency. Such
charge shall be entered upon the next tax roll as a charge agailnst such



premises and shall be.collected as a lien thereof and enforced in the same
manner as all taxes against such premises are collected and the lien
thereof enforced. Provided, however, where written notice ig given that a
tenant is responsible for such charges, which notice shall include a true
copy of the lease of the affected premises, no. further services shall be
rendered to such premises until a cash deposit shall have been made asg
gsecurity for. payment of sguch charges and the right to discontinue public .
-water gervice to any premises for the rates and charges are not paid within
forty-five (45) days of original due date, then public water service to =
such premises shall be discentinued. Public water service so discontinued
shall not be. restored until all sums .then due and ow1ng shall be paid, plus
a reconnectlon charge.

SECTION XI
' DAMAGE " OR TAMPERING WITH WATER FACILITIES

{a) Willful, Negligent or Malicious Damage. No person shall
maliciously, wilfully or negligently break, damage, destroy, uncover,
deface or tamper w1th any . structure public water services or public water
fa0111ties ' ' '

SECTION XII
VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

(a) Written Notlce of Violationmn, 'Any person found to be violating any
“prOVlSlOHS of this Ordinance except for a Section XI violation, shall be
. served by the Water Superintendent with a written notice stating the nature
- of the violation and providing a reasonable time for the satigfactory
correcticn thereof. . The offender shall, within the period of time. stated
in such notice, peérmanently cease all violations. ' The cea81ng of violation
will not absolve the violator of, liability for any violation occurring
prior 'to such cegsation.

{b) Accmdental Discharge. Any person found to be responsible for
.aCCidentally allowing a deleterious discharge into the public water service
system which causes damage to the facility and/or supply of body of water
shall, in addition to a fine, pay the amount to cover damages as reascnable
established by .the. Township :

fe) Penalty-for Violations. Any person that shall violate this
Ordinance, shall upcon conviction thereof, be guilty of a c¢ivil infraction
and puriished by a civil fine of not to exceed $500.00, together with .
restitution for damages and necessary costs of prosecution incurred in.
bringing and maintaining the proceedings. In the event the person found
violating the provisiong of this ordinance, has been convicted of one cor
‘more violations of this ordinance within the immediately preceding 120
‘month period, then the subsequent violation of the provisions of this
ordinance shall upon conviction be punished by a fine not to exceed $500.00
or by imprisonment not to exceed 90 days, or by both such fine and
imprisonment, together with the necessary costs of prosecution’ incurred in



bringing and maintaining the proceedings. Each day in which any continulng
violation is continued beyond the aforementioned notlce time limit shall be
deemed a separate offense, :

(d) Llabllity for Losses. © Any person v1olat1ng any provigion of this
Ordinance shall be liable to the Township for any expenses, loss or damage
occasioned by reason of such violation which the Township may suffer as a
result thereof.

(e) Enforcement Off101al The Water Superlntendent or the de81gnee
~thereof. is des1gnated and authorized to undertake all actions necessary for
the enforcement of thls OrdlnanCe

SECTION XIII
ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS - BOARD OF APPEALS

(a) So provigionsg of thlS Ordinance may be reasonably applled and
‘substantial ]ustlce done .in instances where unnecessary hardshlp would
result from carrying out the strict letter of these sections, the Townshlp:
" Board shall serve ag a Water Board of Appeals. The duty of such Board _
shall be to consilder appeals from the. deGlSlOH of the Water Superintendent o
and to determine, in partlcular cages, whether any deviation from strict |
enforcement will violate the intent of the order or. jeopardize the public
'-health or safety ‘

(b} An informal hearing before the Water Superlntendent may be
requested in- writing by any user or contractee deeming itself aggrieved by
any cltatlon order, charge, fee, surcharge, penalty, penalty or actiocn
within ten days after the date thereof, Stating the reasons therefore with
gupporting documentg and data. ' - - -

The informal hearing shall be gcheduled at the earliest practicable
‘date, but not later than five (5) days after receipt of the reguest, unlesgs
extended by mutual written agreement. The hearing shall be conducted at -a
place des1gnated by the Water Superlntendent

(c) Appeals from orders of the Water Superintendent may be- made to the
TOWDShlp Board, acting as a Board of Appeals, within thirty (30) days from
. the date of any c¢itation, order, . charge, fee surcharge, penalty or other
action.. Such appeal may be taken by any person aggrieved. The appellant
shall file.a-NotiCe of Appeal with the Water Superintendent and with the
Board specifying the ground therefore. Prior to a hearing, the Water
Superintendent shall transmit to the Board a summary report of all previous
actions taken. The final disposition of the appeal shall be in the form of
~a resolution,  either reversing, modifying, or affirming, in whole or in
. part, the appealed decision or determinmation. In order to find for the :
appellant, a majority of the Board must concur. _ o @

The Board of Appeals shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing Qf‘
the appeal, give due notice thereof to interested parties, and decide the



same within a reasonable time. Within the limits or its jurisdiction, the
Board may reverse or affirm, in whole or in part, or any make such crder,
requirements, decision or determination as, in its opinion, ought to be
made in the case under consideration, and to that end have all the powers
of the official from ‘whom said appeal 1s taken. The decision of said Beard
Shall be final. : ‘ :

The Board'of Appeals shall meet at such times as the Board may _
determine. Meetings shall be open to the public accordance with applicable
laws. The Board shall adopt its own rules or'procedure and keep a record
of its proceedings, showing findings of fact, the action of the Board, and
the vote of each member upon each questions considered. The presence of
three (3) members shall be necessary to. constitute a quorum.

The Board ofiAppeals may prescribe the sending of notice of such
persons as i1t deems to be interested in any hearing by the Board.

(d) All charges for service, penalties, fees or surcharges outstanding
during any appeal process shall be due and payable to the Township. = Upon
“regolution of any appeal, the Townshlp shall adjust such amounts accord-
ngly; however, such adjustments shall be limited to the previous one year’ s
. bllllng unless otherwise dirgcted by court order.

(e) If an informal or formal hearing is not demanded within the
perlods spe01f1ed herein, such admlnlstratlve action shall be deemed final.
In the event either or both such hearlngs are demanded, the action shall be
~ suspended until a final determination has been made, except to Immediate ’
Cease and De51st Orders issued pursuant to this Section. :

(f) Appeals from the determination of the Board of Appeals may be made
to the Circuit Court for the County of Iron within twenty (20) days as
provided by law. Such appeals shall be governed procedurally by the

Admlnlstratlve PrOCedures Act Belng MCL 24.201 et se g All findings of
fact if supported by the ev1dence, made by the Board . shall be’ conclu51ve
upon the Court.

‘ SECTION XIV |
TOWNSHIP WATER EXPENSE

(a) Hydrant Fee. . For flre protection and other use of water through
fire hydrants, the Township shall pay out of its appreprlate funds a fee
- per year for each hydrant, payable in annual installments.

{b) Payment by Department. The Township shall not permit free water :
service to be supplied by the system to the Township orxr any department or i
agency thereof, or to any person, firm, partnership, copartnership, or
corporation whether public, or private cr to any public agency or ' B o
instrumentality. The reasonable cost and value of all water services '

- 10



‘rendered to the Township and its variocus department revenues of the system,
and shall be’ applied in the manner herein provided for the appllcatlon oFf
the revenues of the sgysten..

SECTION XV
WATER SYSTEM

Control of System: The extension, improvemert, alteration, repair,
and maintenance of the system ghall be under the supervision and control of
the Township Board and itg- de51gnated officers and employees. The Township
Board may make such rules, orders and regulations as it deems advisable and
necessary to assure the efficient management and operation of the system,

_ ' SECTION XVI
. - S VALIDITY

(a) Repeal of Confllctlng Ordlnance. Al Ordinances or‘parts of
ordinances or regulations or parts of regulatlons in conflict with this
ordinance are hereby repealed, -

Kb) Invalidatlon Clause. IHValldlty of any sectlon, clause, sentence
- or provigion in the Ordinance shall not affect the validity of any other

- section, clause, senténce, or provision cf this Ordlnance Wthh can be
glven effect without such invalid part of parts

- SECTION XVII
EFFECTIVE DATE

(a) Effective Date. Thle Ordlnance shall take effect and belng force
on and after the 28th day of December, 2006.
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